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2017 Swap Meet & Auction Raffle Winners: 

 Raffle tickets were sold during the year and the drawing was held Sept 15, 2018 
 

1
st
 prize:  1980 John Deere snowmobile (donated by Charlie Vallier) 

                 Keith Lawrence, Homer, MI 
2

nd
 prize:  $500 Cash – Joyce Cather, Boyne Falls, MI  

3
rd

 prize:  $100 Gas Card – Robert Logan, Fenwick, MI  
4

th
 prize:  Snowmobile Rocker (donated by TOTL Museum) 

                 Hayden Hutchinson, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
5

th
 prize:  Snowmobile Print – (donated by TOTL Museum)  

                 John Kurkarski, Sidney, MI 
6

th
 prize:  $50 Cash – (donated by a Museum member)  

                       S. McKown, Valparaiso, IN 
 

The next raffle drawing will be Feb 16, 2019, during the Feb show banquet & auction  
 

1
st
 – 1968 Johnson (donated by the Kurtzhals family) 

2
nd

 – Snowmobile helmet (donated by the Waconia Committee) 
3

rd
 – 2 Rounds Golf (Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island) 

4
th
 – 1 Snowmobile Jack Stand (donated by Mike Keeler) 

5
th  

- $100 Gas Card 
6

th
 - $50 Cash (donated by a Museum Member) 
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 The 12th Annual Top of the Lake Swap Meet & Auc-
tion was a smaller than normal turnout, but still a suc-
cess!  It also happened to be an absolutely beautiful fall 
day and we raised enough money to pay the heat bill 
for the building this winter. We are grateful to everyone 
who participated. It was awesome to have so many 
vendors tell us that even though it’s a small swap meet, 
they always have fun and sell their stuff! 

 Several items showed up including snowmobiles, 
parts, clothing, etc.  Everyone who entered received a blue ticket and numbers were 
drawn throughout the day for door prizes that had been donated.  Charlie was on 
the speaker giving people updates and drawing door prize tickets. 

 The $5 swap meet admission included entrance to the Museum all day so we 
were busy inside with lots of interested people in the Museum.  The Museum is a 
great place to come inside and talk the “snowmobile talk” and check out the new gift 
shop items and displays that we have (and cool off.) We have air-conditioning in our 
meeting room now. 

 The day ended with an auction, complete with Auctioneer Ted Postula (who do-
nated his time & talents.) Several snowmobiles were donated to the Museum for this 
auction and all but two of them sold. Many other items were auctioned off with pro-
ceeds going to the Museum. Many thanks to all who donated items! In addition, sev-
eral items were sold for individuals. We had a lot of happy buyers and sellers!  
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1968 Johnson – Feb. Raffle Sled 
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Contact the Museum for updated information 
906-477-6298 or info@snowmobilemuseum.com 

 

 Museum Receives a Forklift (May, 2018) 

 At the Spring Board Meeting, there was some discussion about purchasing a used forklift 

to make it easier to move sleds around, especially with some being in the new storage ga-

rage now. Board member, Larry Bicigo, started his search right away and found one in Ap-

pleton, WI for a great price. Charlie contacted Jeff Weiland and Jeff gave us a better deal 

than what he was asking. To make the purchase even better, Pat Weber, from Escanaba, 

was contacted to haul it back to Escanaba. Pat works for Gene’s Towing (Jamie Spriks) and 

Pat volunteered to go to Appleton to pick it up.  

 The pay-it-forward effect continued – Gene’s Towing offered to haul the forklift all the way 

to Naubinway! Thank you to everyone involved!! We sincerely appreciate their generosity!  
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Welcome New Members 
 

If you would like to become a supporting member, 
or need to renew your membership, call the Mu-
seum. The cost is $50 per year, and is renewed on 
your sign-up date. 
  

 

 Fred DeVuono, Sault Ste Marie, MI 

 Bruce Schoblaska, Sobieski, WI  Life Member 

 Marianne Hanley, Naubinway, MI 

 Darien Neveu, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 

 Dominic Cain, Indian River, MI 

Note – please let us know if you want to be added 

to, or removed from, the newsletter mailing list  

Upcoming events:  

Dec 15, 2018 – Snowmobile the Mighty Mac 

 Mackinac Bridge, St. Ignace, MI 

Feb 2, 2019 – Soo I-500 Vintage Lap. Please register at the  

 Museum – first come, first served 

Feb 15 & 16 – 27
th
 Top of the Lake Show & Ride and auction 

 Naubinway, MI (Johnson – featured sled)  

 See page 5 for more information 
 

Please feel free to post your snowmobile show or event on 

our Facebook page 

51st Annual Soo I-500 February 2, 2019 

 

Where: Soo I-500 track, I-75, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 

When: Sat. Feb 2, 2019 – Take a lap around the race track just before the start of the 
Annual Soo I-500  

   Race Line-Up—8:30 am 

   Sleds on Display: 10:00 am (after the Lap) – 3:00 pm 

   People’s Choice trophies awards (2)  - 3:00 pm 

Contact: Pre-register by January 30 with Marilyn at the Top of the Lake Museum, 906-477-6298 

   Charlie-906-477-6298 or  info@snowmobilemuseum.com for more information 
 

 Please note that there will be a limited number of machines able to make the lap this year.  
Register early to have a spot in the line-up! 

           Vintage Snowmobiles will be on display on the South side of the track all day 

Lawn Mower Donation 

 The Museum was in need of a lawn mower (I think we have more weeds than grass!) We have experienced that eve-

rything comes in due time. This summer a used lawnmower was donated, but needed a new engine. One of our volun-

teers found an engine for it and put it in the mower and it is working great! We want to give a special thanks to Tim and 

Nancy Sinkus from PA, who wanted to donate it in honor of their dog, Dolly, who passed away this spring. Thank you!! 

tel:906-477-6298
mailto:info@snowmobilemuseum.com
tel:906-477-6298
mailto:info@snowmobilemuseum.com


3rd Annual Snowmobile the Mighty Mac – Dec 15, 2018 

 The Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum, in conjunction with The St. 

Ignace Visitors Bureau, is again offering a unique experience for snowmo-

bile enthusiasts.  On December 15, antique and vintage snowmobiles will 

be allowed to drive over the Mackinac Bridge under their own power.  The 

sleds must be a minimum of 25 years old, have front wheel kits that 

have a minimum 2" wide wheels, and no cleats or studs. Sleds also must have a Historic or regular registration.  

 The cost to drive over the Bridge is $35 for each person, and includes lunch at the St. Ignace Little Bear East Arena, 

sled Bridge fare, and Bridge Authority expenses. There is an additional $30 fee for a passenger.  

 Machines will line up at the Colonial Michilimackinac parking lot in Mackinaw City (under the Bridge.) You must have 

your sled unloaded by 10 am so you can drive to the North side Welcome Center where a bus will drive everyone back 

across to your sled. The drive over the Bridge will begin at 11:00. 

 If someone is travelling with you, but not crossing the Bridge, you may want to have him or her take your vehicle and 

trailer to the ending location, the Welcome Center, just past the St. Ignace toll booths on the East side of the road. If not, 

we will have a shuttle available. To utilize the shuttle service, drop your machine off at the park in Mackinaw City and 

drive your vehicle/trailer across the Bridge to the Welcome Center. At 10:15 am, a school bus will leave the Welcome 

Center and head back to the Colonial Michilimackinac park where the machines and event organizers are located. 

 After crossing the Bridge, load your machines onto your trailers in the Welcome Center parking lot and drive your 

vehicle to the Little Bear East Arena, in downtown St. Ignace. Lunch will be served at approximately 1 pm. Lunch can be 

purchased separately for $10 for anyone who didn’t drive a snowmobile across the Bridge.  If you ordered a commemo-

rative shirt, it will be available for $15. Awards will be handed out and we hope you have a great time! 

 Register online for the event at:  http://www.stignace.com/event/annual-antique-snowmobile-crossing/ 

For more information, call the Museum at 906-477-6298, or Charlie at 906-291-0628 
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Honda East Show, Sept 22, 2018 
 

 Honda East, in conjunction with the Indiana Vintage Snowmobile Association, hosted their 8
th
 Annual Snowmobile 

Show in Maumee, Ohio. The festivities started on Friday evening when a contingent of the show’s participants journeyed 

across Toledo to have a fun dinner at the original Tony Packo’s restaurant (of TV’s “Mash” fame.) Saturday’s turnout of 

sleds was very good with a wide variety of sleds from antiques, vintage, historical racing machines and odd balls. 

 For the 3
rd

 year in a row the Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum was present at the show and had the opportunity 

to offer the Museum’s memorabilia for sale. Thanks Charlie & Marilyn and Greg & Jackie for representing the Museum. 

Several years ago the hosts at the Honda East Show started a silent auction with the proceeds going on a rotating basis 

to two snowmobile Museums which are actively preserving the history of snowmobiling. This year, the Top of the Lake 

Snowmobile Museum was the recipient of the funds and received $802 from the silent auction. We would like to thank 

everyone involved with organizing and putting on the show and all the participants who bid on a lot of excellent donated 

items. Next year the silent auction proceeds will go to the St. Germain Hall of Fame Museum 

in St. Germain, WI.  

 One of the snowmobiles on display was a very rare 1972 Gorski 440 Free Air racer (see 

picture.) During the show Brad Hulings (Hall of Fame Snowmobile Racer), who was rumored 

to have raced on a Gorski, was contacted by text and confirmed that he did race a 1975 

Gorski and won every 440 mod race he entered, including the Eastern Championship. He 

said that the Gorski was the first factory team that he raced for.  

 Dan Cunningham and the entire Honda East group are to be commended for another 

excellent show which seems to get even better every year. Everyone left talking about next 

year’s show and how much fun they had this year.       Written by John McGuirk 
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Plaisted Expedtion 50
th
 Anniversary Celebration 

 April 19, 2018, began as a beautiful day in Duluth, MN. It was much warmer than that day, 50 

years ago, when four men rode 1968 Ski Doo snowmobiles and successfully communicated with 

the Air Force that they were located 90 degrees North, at the North Pole!  

 A group of 65+ invited friends and family were gathered at the Radisson Hotel to honor the 

50
th
 anniversary of this amazing feat. John Moriarty was one the only living Plaisted Expedition 

team person at this celebration. He was there with memorabilia he had kept (he was determined 

to go home with his tool box!)  

 Walt Pederson’s two sons and two daughters were in charge of organizing the event (with 

help from the Aufderheides) and their families were there, too. Bernie and Sue Frank were also in 

attendance. Bernie was a student in Walt’s high school mechanic’s class. Walt called Bernie after 

he graduated to ask if he wanted to go into a dealership business with him a few years before the 

expedition idea was formed. Bernie helped Walt get the machines ready for the trip. Suzanne 

Norton, whose father, Andy, was stationed at the Expedition’s base camp, attended with her hus-

band.  

 Leslie and Jackie Plaisted, daughters of Ralph Plaisted, brought the tent and other memora-

bilia from their father. The funniest souvenir was the pair of long underwear their dad wore for 44 

days. Needless to say, there wasn’t much left of them. We brought Walt Pederson’s outer parka, 

pants and leather hat from our Plaisted Display at the Museum (on loan from the Pederson family.)  

 No matter who we talked to that day, we thoroughly enjoyed the memories and stories! It made 

the trip so much more real to us who can’t imagine doing something that adventurous. We had 

dinner that night with John Moriarty at the Pickwick Bar & Restaurant in Duluth (where Ralph 

Plaisted and Art Aufderheide thought this would be a great idea.) John is 78 now, has had a fasci-

nating life and said he would do the trip again (a few years younger, of course.) John was working 

at the Pillsbury plant when Ralph stopped in to ask for donations for the trip. When John heard the 

plan, he knew he wanted to join in. He quit his job, contacted Ralph and became a crew member! 

This day was overwhelming for John, and he enjoyed every moment of it. 

 One of the highlights of the day was the phone call from Russell, a scientist currently stationed 

at the North Pole. He phoned in at 2:00 and all of us were able to listen as Tim Pederson talked to him! This represented 

the actual call with the Air Force, verifying that the group did make it to 90 degrees North.  

 The next highlight was the amazing presentation by Walt, Art Aufderheide’s son. He expressed the thoughts of all the 

expedition members and their families so well! Walt also introduced the video presentation for the 50
th 

anniversary which 

was made by Cindy Pederson Anderson’s husband, Garrett, with assistance from their 13 year-old son. It was a powerful 

video! We were fortunate to get a copy of it from Cindy and we are showing it in our Museum Plaisted Expedition display. 

We are sure we will see the Pedersons and Aufderheides again. They are so proud of their fathers and their accom-

plishments. We want to spread the word about this amazing, historic event that took place 50 years ago!  

Charlie V, Tim & Cathy 

Pederson    

Art Aufderheide family               
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Ralph Plaisted daughters 

and & John Moriarty   

 Sept 16 was the first time we had a bus tour stop! 

Last summer, Tom Nemacheck from UP Travel (Pure 

Michigan, UP) stopped in to see if we would be a rest-

room/lunch stop for their bus tours! Well, yes!! Two 

buses, from Detroit and Grand Rapids, stopped with 61 

people. Only a few of them knew anything about snow-

mobiles, so Charlie gave them a tour of the Museum. 

They were headed to the Copper Country to work at Ft. Wilkins State Park.  

 We want to thank Village Pizza for making lunches for everyone.   



Featured Snowmobile:  – 1969 Thunderbolt 
 

 This is one of two Thunderbolts ever built and the only one currently assembled 

with a motor and is operable. The second machine is in North Dakota. 

 Henry Leseman of Ada, MN did specialized work for Arctic Cat and made parts 

for many other snowmobile manufacturers. He was encouraged to build his own 

snowmobile and he did so using the best features of Arctic Cat and Viking along with 

some ideas of his own. This was the start of Thor Industries and the Thunderbolt 

snowmobile. Two prototypes were built and tested in the summer of 1969. One 

Thunderbolt was sent to an East coast distributor to be shown at a show in Montreal, 

with the intention of encouraging dealers to sell this machine. At the same time, the 

company that was committed to the funding backed out since the industry was beginning to struggle. This particular ma-

chine was given to the distributor by Henry. 
  

Henry Leseman sold his business and began a company in Venezuela in 1972.  Henry sold one 

of the Thunderbolt’s before he left for Venezuela to a man from North Dakota. In 1982, Mr. Ernol 

(Bud) Knapp of Cedar Springs, MI was doing research on the Thunderbolt and met with Henry, who 

lives in Arkansas. Bud was later able to purchase this Thunderbolt in Dover, New Hampshire. 

27th Annual Top of the Lake Snowmobile Show, Feb 15 & 16, 2019 

Featured Sled: Johnson 

Schedule: 
 

Friday, February 15 events: 

 7:30-9:30 am - Breakfast at the Naubinway Pavilion,  
      by Top of the Lake Communities Association 

 11:00 –  Ride to Cranberry Lodge, 13 miles one way.  All snowmobiles welcome!  

 4:00-8:00 pm – Get-together at the Snowmobile Museum 

 6:30 - Night Ride and bonfire, three miles to the Millecoquins Bridge 
Saturday, February 16 events: 

 8:00-10:00 am - Line-up for Show, downtown Naubinway,   
  $5 Show Registration at the Museum (includes Museum admission all weekend) 

 10:00-3:00 – Snowmobiles on display, downtown Naubinway  

 4:00-5:45 pm – Banquet at the Engadine/Garfield Township Hall 

 5:30-8:00 pm - Speakers: John McGuirk & Bob Sell, owner of the Pegasus 
  Merchant Drawings, 50/50, Raffle Drawing 
Museum Auction – donated items accepted, proceeds go to the Museum Building Fund 
Sunday, February 17: 

 Trailer sleds to St. Ignace and ride the Ice Bridge to Mackinac Island, (depending 
on ice conditions!) For updated information call: 906-477-6298 or email: info@snowmobileMuseum.com 
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Johnson Speed Run - Pegasus  

Owner: Gerri Knapp & Ron Knapp 
Grand Rapids, MI 

Mackinac Bridge Tower Tour Certificates 

 The Mackinac Bridge Authority holds a drawing once per year each August, and 

randomly chooses 25 non-profit organizations to receive a tower tour certificate to be 

raffled or auctioned for charitable purposes.  The certificates can be used May 1st 

through October 15th of the following year, and are good for two people.    

 The Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum was chosen to receive a tower tour 

certificate.  The certificate will be auctioned off at the Top of the Lake Snowmobile 

Show on February 16, 2019, during the banquet on Saturday night. 



Items in our gift shop can be sent to you (906-477-6298) or email us!  
Check out our gift shop online at: www.snowmobilemuseum.com 

New in our Gift Shop 

TNT Lady Sledders by Michelle Vallier Labadie 
 

 TNT began in the Northeast by Sharon Smith on January 22, 2017, with a small group of 
friends. Sharon wanted to start an all ladies group that focused on building each other up, improving 
skills, and giving back to communities across the country-while having a lot of fun!  We focus on 
safety and avalanche training. Even though the group is titled Lady Sledders, it is for all motorsport 
enthusiasts. We have grown from a handful of friends to over 2600 ladies from around the world in-

cluding Canada, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Germany, United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, Tunisia and, of 
course, the USA!  We’re excited to add the sponsorship of Tekvest/TekRider who designed a Tekvest for TNTLadysled-
ders. 

 

We give back by hosting fundraising events such as one for our very own #teamsittner who was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. This young lady is the strength we all dream of having - fighting the fight and spreading her love of snow-
mobiling in the process. I am working on a ride for cancer in the Upper Peninsula March 2. Contact me for more infor-
mation at Mlabadie89@gmail.com 

 

  I found this group on Facebook and read a post looking for Ambassadors. I've been on a snowmobile since my 
parents took me for rides to get me to fall asleep as a youngster!  I have raced oval and snowcross and have ridden an 
average of over 5,000 miles in a year (609 miles in one day.) Now I ride mostly backcountry, averaging 50-70 miles per 
day.  I have taught women how to trail ride through the National Turkey Federation’s “Women in the Outdoors” Program 
and Polaris. My husband and I even had a snowmobile wedding in the woods! I have helped my dad, Charlie Vallier, 
collect old sleds and help with the Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum as much as I 
can. When I got my letter from TNT I was beyond excited!  Email me for more information:  
Mlabadie89@gmail.com  

 

 Visit us on Facebook at: All ladies group - TNTLADYSLEDDERS 

 Check out our new co-ed sister page! https://www.facebook.com/TNTLADYsledders/?
ref=bookmarks  

 Private Kids FB group - Tots n Tracks 

 Apparel and decals:  www.tntladysledders.com  
  (proceeds go to various causes to support our communities) 

 Tekvests web page:  https://tekrider.com/pages/tnt-lady-sledders-custom-tekvest 

 If you’re looking for a Christmas gift for the snowmobiler in your life, we just might have what you need! 

We have a great selection of books, coffee mugs, snowmobile legos for the kids, a 3D snowmobile puzzle, 

the Kevin Daniels “Poker Run II” puzzle, plus other items listed on our website, Museum Store. 

Fall 2018  

Poker Runs III 

puzzle   

Sippin Mittens-Right & Left Handed  

        Special Museum Visitor 

 This Museum visitor is Bernie Beaulieu from Sault Ste. Marie. He stopped in on October 18 

and discovered this 1961 Polaris SnoTraveler that came here from the Valley Camp Museum 

in Sault Ste. Marie in 2014. He used to work with this snowmobile! He retired from the Corps 

of Engineers. They would ride out on the ice of the St. Mary's River every day and work for 

eight hours. Workers had to measure the depth of the water every day for the ships. There 

had to be at least 18" of clearance between the ship and the bottom of the river. If not, the 

river had to be dredged. This snowmobile would haul the equipment and workers out on the ice. They drilled holes and 

dropped a lead weight down to do the measuring every 50 feet. Up to seven men rode on the runners of this machine. 

This snowmobile was shipped to Detour to do the same work there. It was only used for two years. Bernie was thrilled to 

find this machine in the Museum. Bernie was smiling the whole time he was sharing his memories. 
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Michelle and her niece, Corinne 

Kids’ Clothing 

https://www.facebook.com/TNTLADYsledders/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/TNTLADYsledders/?ref=bookmarks
https://webmail.newpagecorp.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=jMMTwGPBCZK7MfHs9chQ9LXJ0bK20Psuf732uW6NdLVgCKCsmy3WCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tntladysledders.com
https://webmail.newpagecorp.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=uwK6R7C4wS8nWxFwVfZzzZQYQ8qvmleZhm6sUHaAh09gCKCsmy3WCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2ftekrider.com%2fpages%2ftnt-lady-sledders-cu


Attention Advertisers:  

If you want to advertise in the newsletter, please call or  
email Marilyn at: info@snowmobilemuseum.com  

 

Website: www.snowmobilemuseum.com 
Facebook: Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum 

 

 Featured on our website are various snowmobiles, gift shop items, 
and you can become a member online. You can advertise on the web-
site with a banner ad for $100 a year. All proceeds go to the Museum.  
Please contact Marilyn if you interested in any information about the 
Museum or the website. 
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2018 St. Ignace Snowmobile/Tractor Show &  

ASCOA Summer Meeting  
    Written by Don Hamilton 

 The Antique Snowmobile Club of America decided to do something a little 

different this year and chose to hold their summer meeting in conjunction with 

the 11th Annual Antique Tractor Crossing of the Mackinac Bridge and the 5
th
 

Annual Snowmobile Show on September 7 & 8. This Tractor and Snowmobile 

Show is exceptional in its own right but adding the Antique Snowmobile Club of America 

summer meeting brought snowmobile participants from as far away as Pennsylvania to 

Montana with some very unique and special snowmobiles.  

The snowmobiles were once again given a place of honor inside the arena for the week-

end.  The arena came alive on Friday morning as the parade of 1342 antique tractors, 

which made the Mackinac Bridge crossing, assembled in the parking lot of the 

arena.  Both Tractor participants and Snowmobile folks appreciated the opportunity to 

mingle and share their common history and love of old machinery.  The Antique Club 

members began the reassembly of a 1963 Matthews Trailmaker in the arena which they 

intend to sell raffle tickets over the next 17 months. ASCOA held their Friday Night Cracker 

Barrel in the arena and the Museum did their part by hosting this event and providing the 

snacks and refreshments.  The get together provided the ASCOA members with an opportunity 

to rekindle friendships, make a few new ones, and to share a few tall tales. 

 Saturday was a very busy day starting with the ASCOA membership meeting at the Ke-

wadin Casino, continued reassembly of a 1963 Matthews Trailmaker, and a day of greeting 

visitors and answering questions about antique and vintage snowmobiles in the arena. The 

Antique members all chipped in at the end of the day to make sure everyone’s sleds were 

loaded and secured for their trip home.   

 That evening the Casino staff put on a delicious buffet in the banquet room for the snowmo-

bilers. This was followed by the presentation of awards sponsored by the Museum and St. 

Ignace Visitor’s Bureau. Awards were given out with the John Hayes’ Ford Model A receiving 

the People’s Choice. John McGuirk received the James Nadler Memorial award in memory of his late friend, James. 

James attended all of our shows from the very beginning in 2014 and was a avid supporter. 

 Ted Postula then did a superb job of coaxing the ASCOA members to part with their money, raising an amazing 

$3200 for their club.  Not to toot his own horn, but a highlight of the auction, after intense bidding, was the purchase and 

presentation of a brass 1920’s era car horn by Randy McEwen to our own Charlie Vallier!  

 The Museum played an important role in making this a most memorable event by hosting the summer meeting of 

the Antique Club.  ASCOA wishes to thank the terrific support and participation provided by the Top of the Lake Mu-

seum, St. Ignace Visitor’s Bureau and Kewadin Casino. 

Mackinac Bridge Tower Tour Tickets   MOVE to Page 5 

Above: Ski Doo sled in memory of 
Ron Durepo. 2019’s show will in-
clude a memorial award in his honor. 

Above: James Nadler Memo-
rial award presented to John 
McGuirk by Tim and Chris 
Nadler 

Above: Museum booth at the Snowmobile USA show in 

Novi, MI Nov 2-4, 2018. Thanks to Lori, Corinne, Michelle, 

Sandy, John, Greg, and Jackie for their help! 

mailto:info@snowmobilemuseum.com
http://www.snowmobilemuseum.com
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Building Fundraiser Form—501c3 Not-For-Profit Corporation 
 

The Museum Board is seeking funding to support the Building Operation Fund.  

A business, snowmobile club, or person who donates will have their name on the 

Museum donor wall. Donors will receive a tax-deductible receipt. $1000 donors will 

also receive either lifetime membership or a free banner ad on the Museum website 

for five years. 
 

            Return form to:  Top of the Lake Museum 

                 W11660 US 2   P.O. Box 2 

                Naubinway, MI  49762 

 
 

  Other                 $100               $500            $1000 
 

Name/Business___________________________________________________ 

  Address______________________________City__________________________State____Zip______ 

  Phone__________________Email____________________________________ 

  Amount $___________          Check                     Cash                  Credit Card (Please call with card information) 

            

         

MCACA & NEA awards the Museum with an Operational Support Grant 

 The Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum has been awarded a grant of $12,500.00 for Operational 

Support from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) and the National Endowment 

for the Arts (NEA – ART WORKS). The grant was awarded through the MCACA peer review process 

and was one of approximately 310 applications to compete for the Operational Support Grants by 

MCACA for the fiscal year 2019 funding.  

 The grant is for Operational Support for costs associated with the operation of the Museum. It requires a 1:1 match 

and will help the Museum to leverage $12,500.00 of support from its annual income and the many donations received 

from supporters. In particular the Museum has received grants from the Graymont Community Economic Development 

Fund and the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians. It has also received significant donations from the Antique 

Snowmobile Club of America, The Midwest Vintage Snowmobile Shows, Inc. (Waconia), many snowmobile clubs, its 

internal $1,000 Challenge program and many Museum members. 

 The MCACA peer review process allows for each grant application to be competitively considered by a panel of in-

state and out-of-state arts and culture professionals. This ensures the taxpayers, who support this project through legis-

lative appropriations, and all other visitors or residents in Michigan will have access to the highest quality arts and cul-

tural experiences.  

 A complete list of grant awards around the state is available by contacting MCACA at 

(517) 241-4011, or by visiting the MCACA website.  
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Museum Receives Grant Monies:  

In June the Museum received notices of two grants, which will be used for the I-500 display. The Sault Ste. Marie 

Tribe of Chippewa Indians awarded $2000 for the display and the Graymont Foundation awarded $5000 from their 

yearly distribution of community grant donations. All of us at the Museum are very appreciative of this outstanding 

contribution to the success of the Museum! 
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